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CHAPTER III
GROWTH PATTERNS

POPULATION

Growth from 1950 to 2000

Past tends in population are shown in the Table 2. Township figures, are for unincorporated
areas only and exclude Marion City and the seven incorporated villages which are listed
separately below.

Table 2 
Population Trends 1950, 1960, 1970, 1980, 1990, and 2000

Marion County and Minor Civil Divisions

Subdivisions 1950 Percent

Change

1940 to

1950

1960 Percent

Change

1950 to

1960

1970 Percent

Change

1960 to

1970

Marion County 

Big Island Twp.

Bowling Green Twp.

Claridon Twp.

Grand Twp.

Grand Prairie Twp.

Green Camp Twp.

Marion Twp.

Montgomery Twp.

Pleasant Twp.

Prospect Twp.

Richland Twp.

Salt Rock Twp.

Scott Twp.

Tully Twp.

Waldo Twp.

49,959

836

534

898

274

487

505

3,205

833

1,342

677

823

269

401

667

419

11.3

- 3.8

- 8.7

- 2.4

- 9.9

- 0.6

- 5.4

77.9

115.2

-30.5

4.6

- 2.0

-14.3

- 1.5

6.7

-13.4

60,221

1,031

591

1,205

305

1,006

527

7,521

905

2,066

810

898

299

455

757

457

20.5

23.3

10.7

34.2

11.3

106.6

4.0

134.7

8.6

53.9

19.6

9.1

11.2

13.5

13.5

9.1

64,724

1,146

555

1,494

302

1,370

621

8,767

899

2,712

851

1,039

284

431

704

453

7.5

11.2 

- 6.1

24.0

- 1.0

36.2

17.8

16.6

- 0.7

31.3

5.1

15.6

- 5.0

- 5.3

- 7.0

 - 0.9

Marion City 33,817 9.7 37,079 9.6 38,646 4.2

Caledonia Village

Green Camp Village

LaRue Village

Morral Village

New Bloomington Village

Prospect Village

Waldo Village

655

388

793

461

288

1,031

356

4.1

18.7

11.1

15.8

54.0

17.7

4.4

673

492

842

493

368

1,067

374

2.7

26.8

6.2

6.9

27.8

3.5

5.1

792

537

867

452

343

1,031

428

17.7

9.1

3.0

- 8.3

- 6.8

- 3.4

14.4
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Table 2 - Continued
Population Trends 1950, 1960, 1970, 1980, 1990, and 2000 Marion County and Minor Civil

Divisions

Subdivisions 1980 Percent

Change

1970 to

1980

1990 Percent

Change

1980 to

1990

2000 Percent

Change

1990 to

2000

Marion County 

Big Island Twp.

Bowling Green Twp.

Claridon Twp.

Grand Twp.

Grand Prairie Twp.

Green Camp Twp.

Marion Twp.

Montgomery Twp.

Pleasant Twp.

Prospect Twp.

Richland Twp.

Salt Rock Twp.

Scott Twp.

Tully Twp.

Waldo Twp.

67,974

1,317

576

1,901

370

1,828

687

9,348

1,302

4,425

819

1,644

314

518

809

718

5.0

14.9

3.8

27.2

22.5

33.4

10.6

6.6

44.8

63.2

-3.8

58.2

10.6

20.2

14.9

58.5

64,274

1,271

699

1,854

340

1,697

795

9,489

1,232

4,107

902

1,531

333

498

744

725

-5.4

-3.5

21.4

-2.5

-8.1

-7.2

15.7

1.5

-5.4

-7.2

10.1

-6.9

6.1

-3.9

-8.0

1.0

66,217

1,223

569

2,009

385

1,609

821

7,574

1,175

4,368

1,016

1,663

311

521

738

747

3.0

-3.8

-18.6

8.3

13.2

-5.2

3.3

-20.2

-4.6

6.4

12.6

8.6

-6.6

4.6

-0.8

3.0

Marion City 37,040 -4.2 34,075 -8.0 37,334 9.6

Caledonia Village

Green Camp Village

LaRue Village

Morral Village

New Bloomington Village

Prospect Village

Waldo Village

759

475

861

454

303

1,159

347

-4.2

-11.5

-0.7

0.4

-11.7

12.4

-18.9

644

393

802

373

282

1,148

340

-15.2

-17.3

-6.9

-17.8

-6.9

-0.9

-2.0

578

342

775

388

548

1,191

332

-10.3

-13.0

-3.4

4.0

94.3

3.8

-2.4

Source: U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Census of Population, GENERAL
POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 1950, 1960, 1970, 1980, 1990, and 2000.

A review of the population data from 1950 to 2000 in Table 2 reveals the greatest increase
in county population occurred during the 1950 to 1960 time period.  During this decade, the
county’s population increased by approximately 20 percent from 49,959 to 60,221.  In
addition, all subdivisions in the county during this decade experienced minor to substantial
population growth ranging from approximately four to 135 percent.  Most notable population
growth occurred in townships located in the eastern, central, and north central areas of the
county and in the villages of Green Camp and New Bloomington.  The populations in the
townships of Claridon, Marion, Grand Prairie, and Pleasant grew by approximately 34, 135,
107, and 54 percent, respectively.  The populations in the villages Green Camp and New
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Bloomington grew by approximately 27 and 28 percent, respectively.  

County population continued to grow, but at a much slower pace from 1960 to 1970.  During
this time period, county population increased by approximately eight percent from 60,221
to 64,724.  Subdivisions during this decade experienced minor to moderate population
growth and loss.   Population increases ranged from three to approximately 36 percent. The
largest  population increases occurred in the eastern, north central, and central areas of the
county in the townships of Claridon, Grand Prairie, and Pleasant.  Populations in these
townships increased by approximately 24 to 36 percent. Minor population losses ranging
from approximately one to eight percent occurred in the townships of Bowling Green, Grand,
Montgomery, Salt Rock, Scott, Tully, and Waldo and the villages of Morral, New
Bloomington, and Prospect.  Geographically these population losses are primarily located
in the western, southern, and northeastern areas of the county. 

County population continued to grow from 1970 to 1980 at a rate similar to the 1960 to 1970
time period.  During this decade, county population increased by five percent from 64,724
to 67,974.  It should be noted,  the county’s 1980 population is the largest county population
in the 1950 to 2000 time period.  The majority of county subdivisions experienced minor to
fairly substantial population increases ranging from to 0.4 to approximately 63 percent.  The
largest population increases occurred in the western, central, north central, southeastern, and
southern areas of the county in the townships of Grand Prairie, Montgomery, Pleasant,
Richland, and Waldo.  Populations in these townships increased by approximately 33 to 63
percent. Minor to moderate population losses ranging from approximately one to 19 percent
occurred in Prospect Township, Marion City, and the villages of Caledonia, Green Camp,
LaRue, New Bloomington, and Waldo.  The subdivisions with the largest population losses
were the villages of Green Camp, New Bloomington, and Waldo.  These villages
experienced population declines ranging from approximately 12 to 19 percent.   During this
decade, the majority of urban areas in the county lost population, while the rural townships
gained population.  Only the villages of Morral and Prospect experienced minor population
increases.

County population declined slightly from 1980 to 1990.  During this decade county
population decreased by approximately five percent from 67,974 to 64,274.  It is interesting
to note, the county’s 1990 population size of 64,274 is similar to the county’s 1970
population size of 64,724.  The majority of county subdivisions during this decade
experienced population loss.  Minor to moderate population losses ranging from
approximately one to 18 percent occurred in ten of the county’s 15 townships, Marion City,
and all seven villages.  The subdivisions with the largest population losses were the villages
of Caledonia, Green Camp, and Morral.  These villages experienced population declines
ranging from approximately 15 to 18 percent. With regard to population growth, three
townships experienced minor to moderate population increases.  The townships of Bowling
Green, Green Camp and Prospect experienced population growth of approximately 10 to 21
percent.  These townships are located in the southwestern area of the county. 



63

The last time period to be reviewed is from 1990 to 2000.  During this decade county
population increased by approximately five percent from 64,274 to 66,217.  County
subdivisions during this time period experienced minor to moderate population growth and
loss.  One exception to this trend is the village of New Bloomington which experienced a
population growth rate of approximately 94 percent during this decade.  However, this
increase in population is attributable to the annexation of a manufactured home park into the
village as a condition of Ohio EPA approval of the village’s sanitary sewer system (which
was constructed during the late 1990's).  This annexation essentially doubled the village’s
population.  A review of the data indicates Marion Township lost approximately 20 percent
of its population in the 1990 to 2000 time period.  This is attributable to annexation of the
state prisons into Marion City in the mid-1990's.  Population increases ranged from  three to
approximately 13 percent.  The largest population increases occurred in the eastern, north
central, and central areas of the county in the townships of Claridon, Grand Prairie, and
Pleasant.  Populations in these townships increased by approximately 13 percent.  Population
losses ranged from approximately two to 19 percent.   The subdivisions with the highest
population losses were Bowling Green Township and the villages of Caledonia and Green
Camp.  Populations in these subdivisions decreased by approximately ten to 19 percent.

It can be readily seen that much of the county’s population growth from 1950 to 2000
consistently occurred in and around the Marion Urban Area and in the townships of Claridon,
Grand Prairie, and Pleasant.

The village gains and losses are interesting, but since they have been existing population
centers for years, a longer term look into their past population trends is more revealing. A
review of Table 3 indicates for the most part county villages have gained and lost large
portions of their population at various times, but have essentially remained the same as a net
result.

Projected Future Population

Table 4 shows the county’s projected future population growth until the year 2030.  The base
year population for the  projection is the 2000 Census population figure of 66,217.  The
projected future population figures for the county factored in birth, death, and migration data.
Birth and migration data used in the study were obtained from the Ohio State Demographer
in the Ohio Department of Development.  Life expectancy data used in the study were
obtained from the “National Vital Statistics Reports, Vol. 54 No. 14, April 19, 2006 - Table
1. Life table for the total population: United States, 2003".  At the time this population
projection was generated, the State of Ohio had one male juvenile detention facility and two
male adult prisons in the county. These prison populations were accounted for during the
generation of the population projection. Since these populations are relatively stable with
regard to age and size, they were removed from the birth, death, and migration analysis and
added back into the male population at the end of each five year analysis.  One issue with the
state  prisons  with  regard  to  the  county  population  projection  is the recent closing of the
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Table 3
Population of Marion County Villages

Village 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

Caledonia 

Green Camp

LaRue

Morral

New Bloomington

Prospect

Waldo

562

308

772

334

340

945

319

492

278

795

387

240

949

344

526

362

698

451

187

1,013

353

629

327

714

398

187

915

341

655

388

793

461

288

1,031

356

673

492

842

493

368

1,067

374

792

537

867

452

343

1,031

428

759

475

861

454

303

1,159

347

644

393

802

373

282

1,148

340

578

342

775

388

*548

1,191

332

*New Bloomington’s doubling of population is due to the annexation of a manufactured home park immediately east

of the village as a condition of Ohio EPA approval of the village’s sanitary sewer system which was constructed during

the late 1990's. This annexation essentially doubled the village’s population.  

SOURCES: Marion County Regional Planning Commission, POPULATION DATA July 1972,
from U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Census of Population,
GENERAL POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 1910-1970.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Characteristics of Population,
NUMBER OF INHABITANTS, OHIO 1980.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Summary File 1, Persons and
Total Population, 1990 & 2000 Decennial Census.

Table 4
Projected Future Population

2005 Percent Change

2000 - 2005

2010 Percent Change

2005-2010

2015 Percent Change

2010-2015

66,091 -0.2 65,851 -0.4 66,196 0.5

2020 Percent Change

2015 - 2020

2025 Percent Change

2020-2025

2030 Percent Change

2025-2030

66,368 0.3 66,714 0.5 66,734 0.0

juvenile detention facility which had approximately 340 inmates, at all times.  

A review of the projected population data indicates the county’s population will remain
relatively stable from 2000 to 2030.  Data indicates the county will have a relatively minor
population loss from 2000 to 2010.  During  this  decade,  county population is estimated to
steadily decrease from 66,217 in 2000 to 65,851 in 2010.  Percent change during this time
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period averages approximately -0.3 percent.  From 2010 to 2030, the county population
begins to gradually increase and eventually surpasses the 2000 county population.  Percent
change during these two decades averages approximately 0.3 percent. It should be noted, the
above projections are based on current populations trends.  Changes in future employment
opportunities, migration rates, or birth rates, may result in either positive or negative
population growth for the county over the next two decades.

Age Cohorts

Five year interval age cohorts, were generated during the course of the population projection
beginning in the year 2000 and ending in the year 2030.  These cohorts are located in
Appendix D.  Table 5 shows population size and population percent change from one five
year time interval to the next for male and female ten-year age groups. In addition, percent
change was calculated between 2000 and 2030.  

With regard to the male population, data indicates the county will experience minor to
moderate losses of male population under the age of 49 between 2000 and 2030.   For the
most part, these five age groups will see a slow steady decline in population across this 30
year time period.  These five age groups will lose between 3.55 to 28.12 percent of their 2000
year base populations by 2030.  Conversely, this trend reverses beginning with the age of 50.
Data indicates the remaining four age groups will mostly experience minor to moderate
growth between 2000 and 2030.  In this instance, the 50 to 59 year old age group will
experience a 2000 year base population increase of 13.43 percent by 2030.   The 2000 year
base populations of the remaining three age groups beginning with age 60 with experience
a doubling or more in size of their populations by 2030. 

Female age cohort data indicates a somewhat similar pattern as the male cohort trends with
a few exceptions.  For the most part, data indicates a slow and steady decline of female
population under age 59 from 2000 to 2030.  In this instance, five of the six age groups in
question experienced minor to moderate losses of between 5.61 to 18.53 percent of their
2000 base year populations by 2030.  The only age group to gain population is the 20 to 29
year old age group.  This age group experienced a moderate gain in its 2000 base year
population of 16.68 percent by 2030.    The 60 to 69 and 70 to 79 year old age groups mostly
experienced positive growth between 2000 and 2030 with 2000 base year population
increases of 27.97 and 19.37 percent, respectively.  Lastly, the 80 years of age or older  age
group generally experienced minor loss of population resulting in a 7.95 percent change in
this age group’s 2000 base year population by 2030.            

The trends described above are not completely unexpected.  It has been documented that
Ohio has lost and will continue to lose young adults and couples with families to other areas
of the country with jobs due to the Ohio’s current economic climate which has resulted in
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Table 5
Cohort Percent Change by 10 Year Age Interval

Year
2000

Year
2005

Percent Change
2000 to 2005

Year
2010

Percent Change
2005 to 2010

Year 
2015

Percent Change
2010 to 2015

Year
 2020

Percent Change
2015 to 2020

Year
2025

Percent Change
2020 to 2025

Year
2030

Percent Change
 2025 to 2030

Percent Change
 2000 to 2030

Male

Under 9 Years 4,396 4,124 -6.18 4,033 -2.21 3,968 -1.62 4,024 1.41 4,013 -0.26 4,020 0.16 -8.55

10 to 19 Years 4,807 4,599 -4.32 4,312 -6.24 4,189 -2.87 4,048 -3.37 4,155 2.64 4,090 -1.56 -14.92

20 to 29 Years 4,677 4,414 -5.62 4,291 -2.79 4,419 2.99 4,439 0.45 4,297 -3.19 4,511 4.99 -3.55

30 to 39 Years 5,682 5,201 -8.47 4,784 -8.01 4,322 -9.65 4,219 -2.40 4,376 3.73 4,294 -1.87 -24.42

40 to 49 Years 5,779 6,043 4.57 5,559 -8.02 5,143 -7.48 4,699 -8.63 4,259 -9.35 4,154 -2.47 -28.12

50 to 59 Years 3,985 4,817 20.87 5,479 13.75 5,737 4.71 5,310 -7.43 4,927 -7.23 4,520 -8.26 13.43

60 to 69 Years 2,423 2,802 15.64 3,562 27.13 4,264 19.69 4,866 14.13 5,053 3.84 4,693 -7.13 93.69

70 to 79 Years 1,804 1,794 -0.58 1,869 4.19 2,140 14.53 2,681 25.25 3,199 19.33 3,610 12.86 100.11

80 Years and Over 654 795 21.58 898 12.98 952 6.01 1,013 6.37 1,176 16.08 1,474 25.34 125.38

Female

Under 9 Years 4,129 3,916 -5.15 3,843 -1.88 3,822 -0.53 3,876 1.40 3,878 0.06 3,895 0.42 -5.66

10 to 19 Years 4,488 4,342 -3.26 4,022 -7.37 3,952 -1.72 3,865 -2.22 4,000 3.51 3,965 -0.88 -11.65

20 to 29 Years 3,651 3,780 3.53 4,041 6.91 4,158 2.90 4,123 -0.85 4,064 -1.43 4,260 4.84 16.68

30 to 39 Years 4,314 3,871 -10.26 3,609 -6.77 3,664 1.52 3,993 8.97 4,144 3.79 4,072 -1.73 -5.61

40 to 49 Years 4,858 4,743 -2.37 4,148 -12.55 3,779 -8.88 3,539 -6.37 3,612 2.06 3,958 9.57 -18.53

50 to 59 Years 3,867 4,348 12.43 4,564 4.97 4,463 -2.22 3,940 -11.72 3,598 -8.67 3,388 -5.83 -12.39

60 to 69 Years 2,703 2,918 7.97 3,449 18.19 3,833 11.13 4,033 5.21 3,919 -2.82 3,459 -11.75 27.97

70 to 79 Years 2,515 2,210 -12.15 2,045 -7.44 2,206 7.88 2,592 17.49 2,849 9.91 3,004 5.46 19.37

80 Years and Over 1,485 1,374 -7.45 1,344 -2.23 1,184 -11.86 1,111 -6.23 1,196 7.66 1,367 14.33 -7.95
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a significant loss of manufacturing jobs over the last 30 or so years.  One interesting result
is the gradual increase in the county’s female population in the 20 to 29 year old age group
over the next 20 years.  This may be attributed to single or divorced women with  children
that remain in the county due to the presence of other family which help care for their
children. 

It would also appear from the above age cohorts the county’s elderly population age 60 and
older will slowly increase over the next 20 years.  Two factors can be attributed to this: minor
positive migration rates (especially for males) for these age groups, and an aging baby boom
population.   With regard to percent of total county population, those persons 60 years of age
or older steadily increase from 17.5 percent of the county’s population in 2000 to 26.4
percent of the county’s population by 2030.  

Housing Trends

Composition and Age of Housing Stock

Currently, there are approximately 27,643 housing units in Marion County of which
24,579 are occupied housing units (Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-2008
American Community Survey & 2008  American Community Survey).  Of the
24,579 occupied housing units, 16,725 are owner-occupied while 7,854 are renter-
occupied housing units (Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community
Survey).  Thus, there are approximately 2 owner-occupied housing units to every one
renter-occupied housing unit the county.

The predominate housing unit type for both owner-occupied and renter occupied
housing units is a one unit traditionally built detached structure which comprised
approximately 92 percent of the owner-occupied units and 51 percent of the renter-
occupied units (Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey).
Another important owner-occupied housing unit type is “mobile homes or other types
of housing” which make up approximately five percent of the owner-occupied
housing stock (Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008  American Community Survey).
With regard to renter-occupied housing stock, other important unit types include two
to nine unit structures.  These buildings constitute approximately 36 percent of the
renter-occupied housing stock (Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American
Community Survey) .

The majority of both owner-occupied (99%) and renter-occupied (76%) units are two
bedrooms or larger in size (Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008  American Community
Survey) .  Another important renter-occupied unit size is a one-bedroom unit.  These
units comprise approximately 23 percent of the rental housing stock (Source: U.S.
Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey) . 
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The predominate heating sources for all occupied housing units are utility gas (65%),
Electricity (21%), and bottled, tank, or LP gas (9%) (Source: U.S. Census Bureau,
2008 American Community Survey).  Also, data indicates the majority of all
occupied housing units have complete kitchen (99%) and plumbing facilities (100%)
(Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey). 

Most of the county’s owner-occupied and renter-occupied housing stock is fairly old.
The Census Bureau indicates 82 percent and 74 percent of the owner-occupied and
renter-occupied housing stock, respectively, were constructed prior to 1979 (Source:
U.S. Census Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey).  A further examination of
the data indicates more than half of the county’s owner-occupied (51%) and renter-
occupied (52%) housing stock was constructed prior to 1959 (Source: U.S. Census
Bureau, 2008 American Community Survey).  In fact, the median year of housing
unit construction was 1958 (Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-2008 American
Community Survey).  Also, over the past several years the number of blighted
residential housing units had increased in many of the older housing areas of the
county.  This is due to the lack of financial ability to maintain the structure and / or
outright abandonment due to foreclosure. 

One last measure to consider involves the issue of crowding.  This is a condition
where there is more than one person per room in a housing unit.  According to the
2008 American Community Survey (U.S. Census Bureau),  100 percent of the owner-
occupied and 95 percent of the renter-occupied units had one or less occupants per
room.  However, approximately five percent of the renter-housing stock is
experiencing a crowding condition with more than one occupant per room.   This
finding is reaffirmed by Marion Metropolitan Housing Authority which notes in their
Five-Year & Annual PHA Plan 2010  in Section 9.0 Housing Needs, Page 2 that
“The economy has forced many households to “double up”, even though there are
significant numbers or quality rental units available throughout all areas of Marion
County.”  

 
Number of Housing Units

Table 6 shows housing units by subdivision from 1970 to 2010.  Census data on  the
number of housing units were obtained for the years of 1970, 1980, 1990, and 2000.
Housing units for 2010 were estimated.  This estimate is based housing unit
construction and demolition.  With regard to housing unit construction, the number
of new housing units constructed from 2000 to 2007 were obtained by subdivision.
In addition, the number of new housing units by subdivision for 2008 and 2009 were
estimated based on the average number of new housing units constructed from 2005
to 2007.   Housing unit demolition permits from 2006 to 2009  were obtained from
Marion City.  Given the fact that Marion City has the largest and some of the oldest
housing stock in the county, the housing unit demolition rate for the city was 
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Table 6
Housing Trends 1970, 1980, 1990, 2000, and 2010 

Marion County and Minor Civil Divisions

Subdivisions Housing Stock

1970 1980 Percent

Change 

1970 -

1980

1990 Percent

Change 

1980 -

1990

2000 Percent

Change 

1990 -

2000

2010 Percent

Change

2000-

2010

Marion County

Big Island Twp.

Bowling Green Twp.

Claridon Twp.

Grand Twp.

Grand Prairie Twp.

Green Camp Twp.

Marion Twp.

Montgomery Twp.

Pleasant Twp.

Prospect Twp.

Richland Twp.

Salt Rock Twp.

Scott Twp.

Tully Twp.

Waldo Twp.

21,257

351

179

462

98

418

192

2,395

277

809

258

342

83

140

233

154

25,308

451

207

700

124

364

244

3,130

450

1,523

294

556

104

171

284

236

19.1

28.5

15.6

51.5

26.5

-12.9

27.1

30.7

62.5

88.3

14.0

62.6

25.3

22.1

21.9

53.3

25,149

461

212

734

122

612

292

3,116

489

1,545

320

567

110

174

272

249

-0.6

2.2

2.4

4.9

-1.6

68.1

19.8

-0.4

8.7

1.4

8.8

2.0

5.8

1.8

-4.2

5.5

26,298

496

216

813

138

623

307

3,237

417

1,728

371

622

115

190

305

275

4.6

7.6

1.9

10.8

13.1

1.8

5.1

3.9

-14.7

11.8

15.9

9.7

4.5

9.2

12.1

10.4

27,591

523

245

983

165

645

336

3,366

445

2,042

405

698

131

223

370

316

4.9

5.4

13.4

20.9

19.6

3.5

9.4

4.0

6.7

18.2

9.2

12.2

13.9

17.4

21.3

14.9

Marion City 13,356 14,777 10.6 14,243 -3.6 14,713 3.3 14,930 1.5

Caledonia Vill.

Green Camp Vill.

LaRue Vill.

Morral Vill.

New Bloomington Vill.

Prospect Vill.

Waldo Vill.

254

172

299

144

112

378

151

287

181

349

149

113

462

152

13.0

5.2

16.7

3.5

0.9

22.2

0.7

265

157

343

149

119

447

151

-7.7

-13.3

-1.7

0.0

5.3

-3.2

-0.7

242

140

330

154

223

490

153

-8.7

-10.8

-3.8

3.4

87.4

9.6

1.3

245

145

330

165

232

497

155

1.2

3.6

0.0

7.1

4.0

1.4

1.3

Sources: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1980 Census of Population
and Housing.

U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Summary File 1, Housing
Units, 1990 & 2000 Decennial Census.

Marion County Auditor New Housing Unit Construction 2000 to 2007.

Marion City Zoning Inspector Demolition Permits 2006 to September 2009.
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considered a worst case scenario, when being applied to all other subdivisions in the
county.  Housing unit construction and demolition rates were then applied to the 2000
Census housing unit totals by subdivision which served at the base year for the 2010
housing unit estimate.

A  review  of  the  housing unit data from 1970 to 2010 in Table 6 reveals the largest

increase in the number of new housing units occurred during the 1970 to 1980 time
period.  This increase in housing units also coincides with the county’s largest total
population in the last 60 years which peeked in 1980 at 67,974 residents.  During the
1970 to 1980 decade, the county’s housing units increased by approximately 19
percent from 21,257 to 25,308. In addition, almost all subdivisions in the county
during this decade experienced minor to substantial housing unit growth ranging from
approximately one to 88 percent.  The only exception to this trend is Grand Prairie
Township which experienced a housing unit decrease of approximately 13 percent.
Notable population growth occurred in townships located in the eastern, central,
western, and southeastern areas of the county in the townships of  Claridon, Marion,
Montgomery, Pleasant, Richland, and Waldo and in the village of Prospect.  Housing
units in the townships of Claridon, Montgomery, Pleasant, Richland, and Waldo grew
by approximately 31 to 88 percent while housing units in Prospect Village grew by
approximately 22 percent.  As one would expect, the majority of subdivisions that
experienced notable housing unit growth also experienced sizable population growth
during the 1970 to 1980 decade.  One notable exception to this trend is Grant Prairie
Township which experienced a housing unit decrease of approximately 13 percent
while township population increased by approximately 33 percent. However, this can
be explained by the fact that the Census Bureau in the 1980 Census incorrectly
allocated some of the housing units in Grand Prairie Township in Grand View Estates
to Marion Township.   Also in the 1980 Census, the Census Bureau undercounted
some of Green Camp Village’s housing units.     

County housing units declined slightly from 1980 to 1990.  During this decade county
housing units decreased by approximately one percent from 25,308 to 25,149.  The
majority of county subdivisions during this decade experienced housing unit increases.
Minor to substantial housing unit increases ranging from approximately one to 68
percent occurred in 12 of the county’s 15 townships and New Bloomington Village.
Notable housing unit increases occurred in Grand Prairie and Green Camp Townships.
As noted above, one reason for the approximately 68 percent housing unit growth rate
in Grand Prairie Township from 1980 to 1990 is due to the Census Bureau correctly
allocating housing units from Marion Township to Grand Prairie Township in the
1990 Census.  Green Camp Township experienced a housing unit increase of
approximately 20 percent.  This increase in housing units also coincides with Green
Camp Township’s population growth rate of approximately 16 percent from 1980 to
1990.  Most urban areas during this decade experienced a minor decrease in housing
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units from approximately one to 13 percent.  This coincides with relatively minor
population decreases in all urban areas during this decade.  Two exceptions to this
trend are the villages of Morral and New Bloomington.  Morral Village experienced
no decline or increase in housing stock during the decade while New Bloomington
Village experienced a minor housing unit increase of approximately five percent from
1980 to 1990.

From 1990 to 2000 housing units in the county increased by approximately 5 percent
from 25,149 to 26,298.  The majority of county subdivisions during this time period
experienced relatively minor increases in their housing stock.  One exception to this
trend is the village of New Bloomington which experienced a housing unit growth rate
of approximately 88 percent during this decade.  However, this increase in housing
units is attributable to the annexation of a manufactured home park into the village as
a condition of Ohio EPA approval of the village’s sanitary sewer system which was
constructed during the late 1990's.  This annexation essentially doubled the village’s
housing units.  Generally, housing unit increases ranged from approximately one to
16 percent.  The largest housing unit increases occurred in the eastern, north western,
south western, north eastern, and south eastern areas of the county in the townships
of Claridon, Grand, Pleasant, Prospect, Tully, and Waldo.  Housing units in these
townships increased by approximately 10 to 16 percent.  This coincides with stable
to slight population increases in these townships during this decade.  Four
subdivisions experienced housing unit losses.  These are Montgomery Township and
the villages of Caledonia, Green Camp, and La Rue.  Montgomery Township’s
housing unit loss can most likely be attributable to the annexation of the manufactured
home park into New Bloomington Village as mentioned above.  Housing units in the
villages of Caledonia, Green Camp, and La Rue decreased by approximately four to
11 percent.  Populations in each of these villages also declined slightly during this
decade.

The last time period to be reviewed is from 2000 to 2010.  As noted above, the 2010
housing unit numbers are estimated based on new housing unit construction and
housing unit demolition permits .  This decade experienced a housing unit growth rate
similar to the 1990 to 2000 time period.  During the 2000 to 2010 decade county
housing units increased by approximately five percent from 26,298 to 27,591.  All
county subdivisions during this time period experienced minor to moderate housing
unit growth.  The largest population increases occurred in the eastern, northwestern,
central, northeastern, and southeastern areas of the county in the townships of
Claridon, Grand,  Pleasant, Scott, and Tully Townships.  Housing units in these
townships increased by approximately 17 to 21 percent.  All urban areas had zero or
relatively minor housing unit increases during this decade. 

It can be readily seen that much of the county’s housing unit growth from 1970 to
2010  occurred in and around the Marion Urban Area and in the townships of
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Claridon, Pleasant, Richland, and Waldo.  Prospect Village also experienced fairly
substantial housing growth during this time period.  As one would expect, much of the
housing growth also coincides with population growth in the above subdivisions. 

ECONOMIC GROWTH

A very important determinant of future population and land use is the economic health of an area. The
ability to earn a living in Marion Country will determine both the future population and the quality
of life those residents enjoy.  Wise programs for land use control, adequate housing, good schools,
public utilities,  public and private facilities,  recreation and other amenities, in turn can allow  Marion
County to be attractive place for the location of new industries and business. Thus, the cycle of
economic and physical growth can continue. 

Tables 7, 8, and 9 provide selected statistics by economic sector for the years of 1997, 2002, and 2007
for Marion County.  Data for shipments, sales, and receipts by industry for 2007 are not yet available
from the Census Bureau for the majority of selected economic sectors.  The only economic sector
with data for shipments, sales, and receipts for 2007 is agriculture.   The Census Bureau intends to
release this data over a one-year period beginning in October of 2009   These data will be
incorporated into this report when it becomes available.  Also, one will notice some data by economic
sector is not shown.  This is due to the fact that some data has been suppressed for disclosure
purposes or data are simply not available for certain economic sectors.

Where data are available, Tables 10 and 11 show percent changes for employment and shipments,
sales, and receipts from 1997 to 2002 and from 2002 to 2007.

A review of Tables 7, 8, and 9 indicates “information” shows up as a new economic sector in the
2002 and 2007 data.  In addition, “management of companies and enterprises” only shows up as a
new economic sector in the 2007 data.  Overall, the top six economic sectors by employment from
1997 to 2007 are: manufacturing, retail trade, administrative and support and waste management and
remediation services, health care and social services, accommodation and food services, and
government.  Together these six economic sectors comprise approximately 82 percent of the county’s
employment across all three time periods.  The employment break down is as follows:

Manufacturing - 26.2%
Government - 18.0%  
Health Care & Social Assistance - 12.4%
Retail Trade - 12.0%
Accommodation & Food Services -7.1%
Administrative & Support & Waste Management & Remediation Services - 6.3%

Partial data on shipments, sales, and receipts for the 1997 and 2002 time periods indicates the top six
economic sectors by earnings are manufacturing, retail trade, administrative & support & waste
management  &  remediation  services,  health care and  social assistance,  accommodation and food
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Table 7
Marion County Selected Statistics by Economic Sector 1997

Industry Description Number of

Establishments

Number of

Employees

Annual

Payroll

(1,000)

**Shipments

/ Sales /

Receipts

(1,000)

Construction 150 924 23,665 -

Manufacturing 86 6,842 229,826 1,924,683

Wholesale Trade 61 559 17,491 219,255

Retail Trade 237 3,549 53,786 548,894

Transportation and Warehousing 41 354 8,638 -

Finance and Insurance 77 552 12,710 -

Real Estate / Rental / Leasing 55 202 3,858 17,492

Professional, Scientific, & Technical Services 81 399 8,204 22,999

Administrative & Support & Waste Management &

Remediation Services

42 2,639 59,879 160,511

Educational Services 5 30 235 978

Health Care & Social Assistance 116 1,754 50,332 99,942

Arts, Entertainment, & Recreation 17 127 1,179 4,664

Accommodation & Food Services 116 1,947 15,357 57,708

Other Services (except public administration) 95 389 6,047 20,525

Agriculture 543 720 2,198 64,262

Government (schools, health, police, fire, etc) - *3,134 76,224 -

* Local government employment and payroll only.  Does not include state and federal government employment or payroll.

** 1997 Shipments, Sales, and Receipts data not corrected for inflation

Sources: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 1997 Economic Census, Table 1. Statistics by

Economic Sector, Marion County, Ohio

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages Summary (QCEW or ES-

202) Data, 1997-2001

U.S. Department of Agriculture, U.S. Census of Agriculture: 1987, 1992, 1997, Table 1. County

Summary Highlights: Marion County, Ohio

U. S. Department of Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service, 1997 Census of Agriculture-

County Data, Table 3. Farm Production Expenses: 1997 and 1992, Marion County, Ohio
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Table 8
Marion County Selected Statistics by Economic Sector 2002

Industry Description Number of

Establishments

Number of

Employees

Annual

Payroll

(1,000)

**Shipments

/ Sales /

Receipts

(1,000)

Construction 149 1,208 37,917 -

Manufacturing 87 7,166 254,481 2,563,427

Wholesale Trade 47 375 - -

Retail Trade 242 3,423 61,743 654,812

Transportation and Warehousing 52 637 19,078 -

Information 31 1,258 45,495 -

Finance and Insurance 87 500 14,082 -

Real Estate / Rental / Leasing 57 186 6,044 25,737

Professional, Scientific, & Technical Services 86 - - -

Administrative & Support & Waste Management &

Remediation Services

49 1,259 23,962 41,367

Educational Services 8 - - -

Health Care & Social Assistance 130 4,213 119,666 263,002

Arts, Entertainment, & Recreation 23 277 1,837 7,809

Accommodation & Food Services 121 1,936 17,498 64,296

Other Services (except public administration) 120 - - -

Agriculture 520 716 2,979 47,603

*Government (schools, health, police, fire, etc) - 5,971 195,704 -

*2001 data includes local, state, and federal government employees

** 2002 Shipments, Sales, and Receipts data not corrected for inflation

Sources: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 2002 Economic Census, Table 1. Selected

Statistics by Economic Sector, Marion County, Ohio

U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages Summary (QCEW or ES-

202) Data, 2000-2007

U.S. Department of Agriculture, U.S. Census of Agriculture: 2002, Table 1. County Summary

Highlights: 2002, Marion County, Ohio

U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Compendium of Public Employment, 1997

Census of Governments, Volume 3, Public Employment, Table 19. Local Government Employment and

Payrolls in Individual County Areas: March 2002

U. S. Department of Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service, 2003 Census of Agriculture-

County Data, Table 3. Farm Production Expenses: 2003 and 1997, Marion County, Ohio

Ohio Department of Development, Ohio County Profiles, Marion County, 2008
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Table 9
Marion County Selected Statistics by Economic Sector 2007

Industry Description Number of

Establishments

Number of

Employees

Annual

Payroll

(1,000)

**Shipments

/ Sales /

Receipts

(1,000)

Construction 113 808 31,995 -

Manufacturing 78 7,856 317,038 -

Wholesale Trade 40 412 18,713 -

Retail Trade 202 3,031 62,541 -

Transportation and Warehousing 41 749 26,482 -

Information 25 - - -

Finance and Insurance 104 614 20,854 -

Real Estate / Rental / Leasing 54 180 5,361 -

Professional, Scientific, & Technical Services 77 390 11,703 -

Management of Companies and Enterprises 10 219 6,121 -

Administrative & Support & Waste Management &

Remediation Services

57 1,360 28,599 -

Educational Services 13 321 10281 -

Health Care & Social Assistance 160 4,334 148,695 -

Arts, Entertainment, & Recreation 23 123 1,286 -

Accommodation & Food Services 118 2,005 20,976 -

Other Services (except public administration) 181 1,038 16,865 -

Agriculture 654 790 3,432 100,230

*Government (schools, health, police, fire, etc) - 5,934 213,047 -

* 2006 data includes local, state, and federal government employees 

** 2007 Shipments, Sales, and Receipt data not corrected for inflation

Sources: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, 2007 County Business Patterns, Table 1.

Selected Statistics by Economic Sector, Marion County, Ohio

U.S. Department of Agriculture, U.S. Census of Agriculture: 2007,  County Profile: 2007, Marion

County, Ohio

Ohio Department of Development, Ohio County Profiles, Marion County, 2008

U. S. Department of Agriculture, National Agricultural Statistics Service, 2007 Census of Agriculture-

County Data, Table 3. Farm Production Expenses: 1997 and 1992, Marion County, Ohio
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Table 10
Percent Change in Employment by Economic Sector

From 1997 to 2007

Industry Description 1997

Number of

Employees

2002

Number of

Employees

Percent

Change in

Employees

1997-2002

2007

Number of

Employees

Percent

Change in

Employees

2002-2007

Construction 924 1,208 30.7 808 -33.1

Manufacturing 6,842 7,166 4.7 7,856 9.6

Wholesale Trade 559 375 -33.0 412 9.9

Retail Trade 3,549 3,423 -3.6 3,031 -11.5

Transportation and Warehousing 354 637 80.0 749 17.6

Information - 1,258 - - -

Finance and Insurance 552 500 -9.4 614 22.8

Real Estate / Rental / Leasing 202 186 -7.9 180 -3.2

Professional, Scientific, & Technical

Services

399 - - 390 -

Management of Companies and

Enterprises

- - - 219 -

Administrative & Support & Waste

Management & Remediation Services

2,639 1,259 -52.3 1,360 8.0

Educational Services 30 - - 321 -

Health Care & Social Assistance 1,754 4,213 140.2 4,334 2.9

Arts, Entertainment, & Recreation 127 277 78.7 123 -45.8

Accommodation & Food Services 1,947 1,936 -0.6 2,005 3.6

Other Services (except public

administration)

389 - - 1,038 -

Agriculture 720 716 -0.6 790 10.3

Government (schools, health, police, fire,

etc)

*3,134 **5,971 - ***5,934 -0.6

Total 24,121 29,125 30,164

* Local government employees only.  Does not include state and federal government employees.

** 2001 data includes local, state, and federal government employees

*** 2006 data includes local, state, and federal government employees
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Table 11
Percent Change in Shipments, Sales, and Receipts by Economic Sector

From 1997 to 2007

Industry Description 1997

Shipments

/ Sales /

Receipts

(1,000)

2002

Shipments

/ Sales /

Receipts

(1,000)

Percent

Change in

Shipments

/ Sales /

Receipts

1997-2002

2007

Shipments

/ Sales /

Receipts

(1,000)

Percent

Change in

Shipments

/ Sales /

Receipts

2002-2007

Construction - - - - -

Manufacturing 1,924,683 2,563,427 33.2 - -

Wholesale Trade 219,255 - - - -

Retail Trade 548,894 654,812 19.3 - -

Transportation and Warehousing - - - - -

Information - - - - -

Finance and Insurance - - - - -

Real Estate / Rental / Leasing 17,492 25,737 47.1 - -

Professional, Scientific, & Technical

Services

22,999 - - - -

Management of Companies and

Enterprises

- - - - -

Administrative & Support & Waste

Management & Remediation Services

160,511 41,367 -74.2 - -

Educational Services 978 - - - -

Health Care & Social Assistance 99,942 263,002 160.2 - -

Arts, Entertainment, & Recreation 4,664 7,809 67.4 - -

Accommodation & Food Services 57,708 64,296 11.4 - -

Other Services (except public

administration)

20,525 - - - -

Agriculture 64,262 47,603 -25.9 100,230 110.6

Government (schools, health, police, fire,

etc)

- - - - -

Total 3,141,913 3,668,053
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services, and agriculture.  Together these six economic sectors comprise approximately 96 percent
of the earnings across all economic sectors for this time period.  The earnings break down are as
follows:

Manufacturing - 65.9%
Retail Trade - 17.9%
Health Care & Social Assistance - 5.3%
Administrative & Support & Waste Management & Remediation Services - 3.0%
Agriculture - 2.1%
Accommodation & Food Services -1.8%

A more detailed analysis of the various economic sectors is described below.  It should be noted
however, the above data does not reflect the economic upheaval over the last two years which may
or may not have had a significant impact on each of the Marion’s economic sectors. 

Major Economic Sectors

The main ingredient of economic growth is a high rate of production of products demanded
not only locally, but regionally, nationally, and internationally. While it is beyond the scope
of this plan to analyze in depth the efficiency and stability of production in Marion County,
mention must be made, however, concerning the major sectors of the local Marion economy.

Manufacturing

Marion is fortunate in having a diversified industrial base.  In the last 30 years, there
has been changes in the local economy as long time industries have closed and new
industries have been attracted to the community.

Major industries that closed include the Marion Power Shovel Company (at one time
Marion’s largest employer with about 2,700 workers), Tecumseh Industries (with
almost as many employees as the Power Shovel Company), Huber Manufacturing
(one of the oldest companies in Marion), American Malleable, Armco Steel (with
some of the highest wages paid), Quaker Oats, BF Goodrich, Great Lakes Carbon,
Eaton (which later became Sypris), and the Erie Rail Yard.

Armco Steel was reopened as Marion Steel and is now Nucor Steel.  New
manufactures include Ohio Galvanizing, Highway Safety, Arcelormittal Marion,
Sakamora, U.S. Yachiyo, Marion Industries, Sika, Graphic Packaging (in the former
Quaker Oats building), Robot Works, Integration Technology, ConAgra, Silverline
Windows, Poet Ethanol, and Union Tank Car.  

General Mills purchased the Pillsbury facility in Tully Township and recently
expanded this operation.
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Whirlpool Corporation is now Marion’s largest employer with 2,600 workers.  With
the exception of Whirlpool Corporation, the majority of industries in Marion are small
to medium size firms producing many different products related to food, automotive
parts, construction, and household appliances.

Approximately 1,000 Marion residents work at the Honda plant north of Marysville.

The local production economy is further balanced by the transportation area which
now includes an Inter-Modal Facility at the Marion Industrial Center.

Tables 7 through 11 indicate Marion County has lost eight manufacturing
establishments from 1997 to 2007.  With regard to manufacturing jobs, the data
indicates the county has gained 1,014 (14.8 percent increase) manufacturing jobs
during this time period.  This increase in manufacturing jobs appears to be contrary
to the national trend of manufacturing job losses.  Partial data on earnings indicates
a 33.2 percent increase in manufacturing revenue from 1997 to 2002.

Retail Trade

Marion has been fortunate to have commercial growth throughout the past 33 years.
Significant growth has taken place on the east side of Marion off of S.R. 95, on the
south side of Marion along Barks Road and Delaware Avenue, and throughout Marion
City in the form of scattered site redevelopment and in-fill development.

Major commercial development since the adoption of the 1977 Land Use Plan off of
S.R. 95 includes  Meijer, Walmart, Kmart (now Goodies and GFS), Kroger, Lowes,
Menards, East Lawn Development, and Legacy Crossing which includes Kohls and
other retail stores.

Development off of Barks Road and Delaware Avenue since the 1977 Land Use Plan
includes Kroger, various restaurants including several fast food chains, a new post
office, and a new YMCA building. 

This sector experienced a slight increase of 2.1 percent in the number of retail
establishments between 1997 and 2002.  Conversely, Marion experienced a minor
decrease of 16.5 percent in the number of retail establishments between 2002 and
2007.  With regard to retail trade jobs, it appears  the county has steadily lost jobs in
this sector throughout the ten-year time period.  The data indicates a loss of 518 jobs
in this sector from 1997 to 2007.  This represents a 14.6 percent decrease in retail jobs
over this decade.  Partial data on earnings indicates a 19.3 percent increase in retail
trade revenue from 1997 to 2002.
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Administrative and Support and Waste Management and Remediation Services

Another major economic sector related to employment and revenue within Marion
County is Administrative and Support and Waste Management and Remediation
Services. This sector experienced a 35.7 percent increase in the number of
establishments from 1997 to 2007.   However, this sector experienced a significant
decline in employment from 1997 to 2002.  In this instance, this sector experienced
a 52.3 percent decrease in jobs (2,639 to 1,259) during this time period.  Employment
increased slightly (eight percent) from 2002 to 2007.  Partial data on earnings
indicates this sector experienced the greatest decrease in revenue from 1997 to 2002
than any other sector.  During this time period, this sector experienced a 74.2 percent
decrease in revenue ($160,511,000 to  $41,367,000).

Health Care & Social Assistance

There has been significant growth in this sector over the past 14 years.  Numerous
doctor’s offices, an imaging center (now closed), and specialized locally available
medical procedures such as cardiac catheterization allow Marion’s medical sector to
serve a multi-county area. 

Tables 7 through 11 indicate this sector has experienced a steady increase in the
number of establishments from 1997 to 2007.  In this instance, this sector experienced
a 38.0 percent increase in the number of establishments within the county between
1997 and 2007.   The greatest increase in jobs in any sector in either five-year period
occurred in the health care and social assistance sector.  This sector experienced a
140.2 percent increase in jobs from 1997 to 2002 (1,754 to 4,213).  From 2002 to
2007, this sector experienced a minor increase of 2.9 percent in employment.  Partial
data on earnings indicates this sector experienced the greatest increase in revenue from
1997 to 2002 than any other sector.  Data indicates the health care and social
assistance sector experienced a 163.2 ($99,942 to $263,002) percent increase in
revenue during this five-year period.

Accommodation and Food Services

Employment and revenue has remained fairly constant within this economic sector.
From 1997 to 2002, this sector experienced a slight decrease in employment of 0.6
percent.  Conversely, employment increased by 3.6 percent from 2002 to 2007.  Partial
data on earnings indicates this sector experienced a minor increase in revenue of 11.4
($57,708,000 to $64,296,000) percent from 1997 to 2002.

Agriculture

The 1997, 2002, and 2007 Census of Agriculture indicates that an average of
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approximately 740 persons or 2.7 percent of employed persons across all Marion
County economic sectors worked in agriculture.  Although this is one of the smaller
sectors for employment, agriculture is an important part of the Marion economy due
to the fact that this sector has fairly significant revenues and is the single largest land
user in the county. Significant agricultural businesses that have located in Marion
County since the development of the 1977 Land Use Plan are De Vries Dairy Farm
in Bowling Green Township, a feed mill in Montgomery Township for the egg farms
in Hardin and Wyandot County, and the Poet Ethanol Plant in Marion Township. 

The number of farms in the county experienced a slight decrease of 4.2 percent
between 1997 and 2002.  Conversely, between 2002 and 2007 the number of farms
in the county experienced a fairly significant increase of 25.8 percent .  The average
farm size for 1997, 2002, and 2007 are 406, 395, and 316 acres respectively.  As one
would expect, the more farms in the county the smaller the average farm size.  This
is especially apparent with the increase in the number of farms from 516 to 654 during
the 2002 to 2007 time period which corresponds to a decrease in average farm size
from 395 to 316 acres. 

With regard to agricultural jobs, it appears that employment in this sector was fairly
flat between 1997 and 2002 with 720 and 716 jobs respectively. However, jobs in this
sector experienced a minor increase of 10.3 percent between 2002 and 2007.  Data on
earnings indicates a 25.9 percent decrease ($64,262,000 - $47,603,000) in agricultural
revenue from 1997 to 2002.  Conversely,  agricultural revenue experienced a 110.6
percent increase ($47,603,000 to $100,230,000) during the 2002 to 2007 time period.

Government

Employment in the government sector is fairly significant accounting for 18 percent
of the county’s total employment during the 1997 to 2007 time period.  The only
economic sector with more employment than government is manufacturing which
accounts for 26.2 percent of total employment in the County.   Presently only data on
local government employment is available for 1997.  Data indicates 3,134 people are
employed by local governments in 1997.  If 1997 state and federal employment
numbers become available, these data will be incorporated into the 1997 local
government employment data.  Government employment for 2002 and 2007 is fairly
consistent at 5,971 and 5,934, respectively. 

In late 1999 and early 2000 , the state expanded government employment in the
county with the construction of a juvenile detention facility next to the two existing
state prisons off of Marion-Williamsport Road.  However, this facility is now closed.
The county also built a new multi-county jail and the solid waste district opened a new
waste transfer station.  
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All Other Sectors

Collectively all of the other economic sectors not mentioned above account for
approximately 15.3 percent of county employment from 1997 to 2007.  Employment
data indicates the majority of these sectors have had both employment gains and
losses.  Partial data on earnings from 1997 to 2002 indicates these other sectors
accounted for approximately four percent of the earnings across all of Marion’s
various economic sectors.  Data also indicates those sectors for which data were
available, all had positive revenue earnings during this time period.

Data suppression in 1997 and 2002 makes it difficult to gain an understanding of the
performance of some of these economic sectors.  For example, one economic sector
that appears to be fairly significant with regards to earnings in 1997 is wholesale trade.
However, data suppression on earnings in 2002 makes it difficult to determine if
wholesale trade is still a significant economic sector in the county in the early 2000's.
 

EMPLOYMENT

Employment trends relate directly to population trends and land use pressures. Table 12 summarizes
employed growth in Marion County from 1950 to 2008.

As can be seen, steady increases in employment have been the rule from 1950 until 2000 where
employment leveled out at 30,500 between 2000 and 2008.  The greatest annual increases in
employment occurred between 1950 and 1970, when the manufacturing economy was strong.
Employment growth after 1970 slowed due to the economic recession in the late 1970s and 1980s to
approximately 0.3 percent per year during the decade from 1980 to 1990.  In the 1990s, the economy
recovered and began to grow again and employment growth increased to 0.9 percent per year from
1990 to 2000.  There has been no increase in county employment since 2000.

The increase in the percent of the total population employed is also significant. Much of this increase
is attributable to an increase in employment of women as can be seen below in Table 13 below.

Whereas, women comprised less than a quarter of those employed in 1950, they comprised
approximately one half of Marion County’s workforce in 2000. Changes in traditional family
composition and economic status have lead to more women entering the workforce over the last 50
years. 

Table 14 contains data on employment by place of work.  Data indicates a gain of 1,088 (five percent
increase) county residents living and working in the county between1990 and 2000.  The number of
workers living in the county and working outside the county increased by 1,425 from 1990 to 2000.
This indicates the number of workers commuting to jobs outside the county jumped by 28.8 percent
from 1990 to 2000.  Finally the number of workers reporting Marion County as their place of
residence  and  working  outside  of the state decreased by 88 persons between 1990 and 2000 (51.2
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Table 12
Changes in Marion County Employment

1950 to 2008

Year County

Population

Number

Employed

Percent of Total

Population 

Approximate Annual Percent Increase in

Employment (Average per Year in Time

Period) *

1950 (Spring) 49,959 17,852 35.7% 1.9%

1960 (Spring) 60,221 21,301 35.4% 1.4%

1970 (Spring) 64,724 24,365 37.6% 1.4%

1980 (Avg) 67,974 27,200 40.0% 0.7%

1990 (Avg) 64,274 27,900 43.4% 0.3%

2000 (Avg) 66,217 30,500 46.1% 0.9%

2008 (Avg) **65,899 30,500 46.3% 0.0%

* Approximate  average  percentage  per  year  obtained  by  dividing the decade percentage by  10.  Not  an  exact

method  as  annual  figures will have to be compounded to be exact.

** Population Estimate

Sources: 1977 Land Use Plan

U.S. Dept. of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Census of Population, GENERAL
POPULATION CHARACTERISTICS 1950, 1960, 1970, 1980, 1990, and 2000

Ohio Jobs and Family Services, Historical Labor Force Estimates, 1970 to 2008

Table 13 
Employment by Sex, Marion County

Year Total Employed Male Employed Female Employed Percent of Total Employment

Male Female

1950 17,852 13,649 4,203 76.5% 23.5%

1960 21,301 14,978 6,323 70.3% 29.7%

1970 24,365 16,228 8,131 66.6% 33.4%

1980 27,200 16,200 11,000 59.6% 40.4%

1990 27,900 15,181 12,719 54.4% 45.6%

2000 30,500 15,883 14,617 52.1% 47.9%
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percent decrease).  Overall, approximately 20 percent of employed county residents either worked
outside of Marion County or worked out of state in 1990 and 2000.

Table 14
Employment by Place of Work

Year Worked in County of

Residence

Worked Outside

County of Residence

Worked Outside of State Percent of Workforce

Commuting or Working

Outside of State 

1990 21,603 4,940 170 19.1%

2000 22,691 6,365 82 22.1%

INCOME

One final factor to consider is the amount of income received by families and how Marion incomes
compare to surrounding areas. Table 15 compares median-family income and per-capita income (from
the 2000 Census) in Marion with surrounding rural and urban counties, by order of rank of median-
family income.  The rank by per-capita income is slightly different from the median-family income
rank.

Among the six counties immediately surrounding Marion, three had median-family incomes above
and three had median-family incomes below Marion.  Delaware, Union, and Morrow all had median-
family incomes higher than Marion.  These counties are located east, south, and southwest of Marion.
Rapid suburbanization over the past 30 years or so has taken place in Delaware and Union Counties.
In addition, parts of Delaware and Union Counties include affluent suburbs of Columbus.  The
Columbus affluent suburbs located in Delaware and Union Counties may skew the median-family
income towards the high end and may not be a true representation of long time residents.  With regard
to Morrow County, exurbanization had occurred over many years.  Interstate 71 has allowed Morrow
County to become a bedroom community for residents working in Cleveland and Columbus.

The three contiguous counties with median-family incomes lower than Marion are Wyandot,
Crawford, and Hardin.  For the most part, these counties are fairly rural and are located to the
northeast, north, and west of Marion.

Per capita income rankings indicate only two of the six contiguous counties to Marion had a higher
per-capita income.  As one would expect the two counties in question are Delaware and Union
Counties.   Hardin, Wyandot, Crawford, and Morrow all had per-capita incomes less than Marion.

Overall, while Marion's median-family income and per-capita income are not high for the region,
they still rank moderately well.  In fact, Marion ranked sixth in both income measures out of the 10
counties listed.
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Table 15
Region Comparison

Median Family and per Capita Incomes

County Median-Family Income in 1999

Dollars

MFI Rank Per-Capita Income in

1999 Dollars

PCI Rank

Delaware* 76,453 1 31,600 1

Union* 58,384 2 20,577 3

Hancock 51,490 3 20,991 2

Logan 47,516 4 18,984 4

Morrow* 45,747 5 17,830 7

Marion 45,297 6 18,255 6

Wyandot* 45,173 7 17,170 10

Richland 45,036 8 18,582 5

Allen 44,723 9 17,511 8

Crawford* 43,169 10 17,466 9

Hardin* 42,395 11 16,200 11

*Adjoining Counties

SUMMARY OF ECONOMIC PICTURE

In summary, the economic picture appears to be moderately good for Marion in terms of production
employment and income. The Marion area is very accessible to national markets, produces a large
volume of food, a wide variety of products, and expanding services.  Many of the products and
services have an income elastic demand, that is as the national income per person rises, so will extra
demand for local products.

GENERAL ANTICIPATED GROWTH PATTERNS

A good way to start a discussion of growth patterns is through the use of maps. The base map used
for evaluating growth and change in county land use patterns is the 1995 Marion County Land Use
/ Land Cover Map generated by the Ohio Department of Natural Resources. A brief evaluation of this
map revealed some minor issues related to incorrect land use coding.  However, this map will be
sufficient for the purposes of general planning and gaining an understanding of land use change in
the county over the past 14 years.  Data from this map will be compared to current land use data
maintained by the Marion County Auditor in the Auditor’s GIS System.  Land use change will be
evaluated on a subdivision by subdivision basis to gain a better understanding of where growth has
occurred in the county.
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In addition to evaluating land use change, data on minor and major subdivisions by location is also
evaluated to determine future growth areas in the county.  These data include all available information
on minor and major subdivisions from the mid 1970's to the fall of 2008.   

Land Use Patterns

Big Island Township

Maps 24 and 25 show land use patterns in Big Island Township in 1995 and 2009.  A
visual examination of both maps indicates the dominate land use pattern across the 14-
year time period is cropland. Other prevalent land uses include residential, woods,
brush / pasture, and wetlands.  Table 16 shows data by land use type and acreage for
1995 and 2009.  Data indicates cropland occupied approximately 82.5 and 77.0
percent of the township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.  The
township experienced a loss of approximately 1235.80 acres of crop land during the
last 14 years which represents a -6.66 percent change in this land use.

The second largest land use is woods which are located in scattered clusters
throughout the township.  Woods occupied approximately 7.1 and 5.5 percent of the

Table 16
Big Island Township Land Use Data, 1995 and 2009

Land Use 1995 Acres 2009 Acres Gain/Loss in Acres

from 1995 to 2009

Percent Change

from 1995 to 2009

Residential 732.56 841.78 109.23 14.91

Commercial 0.00 18.27 18.27 -

Industrial 6.89 0.00 -6.89 -100.00

Brush / Pasture 502.94 422.15 -80.79 -16.06

Woods 1597.61 1239.60 -358.01 -22.41

Ponds/Streams 96.64 90.10 -6.54 -6.76

Wetlands 933.68 2489.90 1556.23 166.68

Cemeteries 9.37 9.37 0.00 0.00

Parks / Recreation 38.70 35.79 -2.91 -7.52

Cropland 18567.91 17332.11 -1235.80 -6.66

Educational 26.70 33.92 7.22 27.06

Religious 0.36 0.36 0.00 0.00

Utilities 0.49 0.49 0.00 0.00

township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively. From 1995 to 2009, the township
experienced a loss of approximately 358 acres of woods resulting in a -22.41 percent change
in this land use.

The third largest land use is wetlands.  Wetlands experienced significant growth from 1995
to 2009.   Data indicates this land use comprised approximately 4.2 to 11.1 percent of the 
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township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.  Wetlands gained
approximately 1556 acres during the last 14 years resulting in a +166.68 percent
change in this land use.

The fourth largest land use is residential.  This land use experienced a gain in acerage
from 1995 to 2009.  Data indicates residential comprised approximately 3.3 to 3.7
percent  of the township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively. This land
use grew be  approximately 109 acres during the last 14 years resulting in a +14.91

percent change in this land use.

The fifth largest land use is brush / pasture.  This land use experienced a loss of
acreage from 1995 to 2009.  Data indicates brush / pasture comprised approximately
2.2 to 1.9  percent  of the township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.
This land use experienced a loss of  approximately 81 acres during the last 14 years
resulting in a -16.06 percent change in this land use.

The remaining land use categories represent approximately one percent of the
township’s land area in both time periods.  The majority of remaining land use
categories experienced no growth to moderate growth.   However, although relatively
minor in terms of total acreage, two of these remaining land use categories
experienced significant change from 1995 to 2009.  The land use categories in
question are commercial and industrial.  

In 1995, ODNR data indicated there was no commercial land use in the township in
the mid- 1990's.  However, Marion County Auditor data indicates 18.27 acres of
commercial land use in the township in 2009.  Conversely, ODNR indicated the
presence of 6.86 acres of industrial land use in the township in the mid-1990s.  By
2009, Marion County Auditor data reveals the absence of any industrial land use in
the township.  One possible explanation for this may be mis-coding errors by ODNR
in 1995 for commercial and industrial land uses in the township.

Overall, the majority land uses in the township have remained relatively stable from
1995 to 2009. During this time period the township experienced residential growth
and a loss of cropland, woods, and brush / pasture areas.  One land use that
experienced significant growth during the last 14 years is wetlands which almost
tripled in size from 1995.

Bowling Green Township

Maps 26 and 27 show land use patterns in Bowling Green Township in 1995 and
2009.  A visual examination of both maps indicates the dominate land use pattern
across the 14-year time period is cropland. Other prevalent land uses include
residential, woods, and brush / pasture.  Table 17 shows data by land use type and
acreage for 1995 and 2009. 
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Table 17
Bowling Green Township Land Use Data, 1995 and 2009

Land Use 1995 Acres 2009 Acres Gain/Loss in Acres

from 1995 to 2009

Percent Change

from 1995 to 2009

Residential 459.36 526.37 67.01 14.59

Commercial 0.00 40.82 40.82 -

Brush / Pasture 399.91 441.53 41.62 10.41

Woods 1531.31 1528.17 -3.14 -0.21

Streams / Ponds 10.01 10.89 0.88 8.77

Wetlands 1.75 1.75 0.00 0.00

Parks / Recreation 58.50 58.50 0.00 0.00

Cemeteries 5.08 5.08 0.00 0.00

Cropland 15222.14 15074.95 -147.18 -0.97

Data indicates cropland occupied approximately 86.1 and 85.2 percent of the
township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.   The township
experienced  a loss of approximately 147 acres of crop land during the last 14 years
which represents a -0.97 percent change in this land use.

The second largest land use is woods which occupied approximately 8.7  percent of
the township’s total land area in both 1995 and 2009.  From 1995 to 2009, the
township experienced a loss of approximately three acres of woods representing a -
0.21 percent change in this land use.

  
The third largest land use is residential.  Residential land use experienced growth
from 1995 to 2009.   Data indicates residential land use comprised approximately 2.6
and 3.0 percent of the township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.  This
land use gained approximately 67 acres during the last 14 years representing a +14.59
percent change in this land use.

The fourth largest land use category is brush / pasture which occupied approximately
2.3 and 2.5  percent of the township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.
From 1995 to 2009, the township experienced a gain of approximately 42 acres of
brush / pasture representing a +0.21 percent change in this land use.

 
The remaining land use categories represent approximately one half percent of the
township’s land area in both time periods.  The gain of approximately 41 acres in the
commercial land use is due to the development of the Devries Dairy Farm.  All
remaining land use categories experienced little to no change.  

Overall, land uses across the township have remained relatively stable from 1995 to
2009. During this time period the township experienced growth in residential and
brush / pasture and a loss of cropland and woods.
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Claridon Township and Caledonia Village

Maps 28 and 29 show land use patterns in Claridon Township and Caledonia Village
in 1995 and 2009.   For the purposes of description, both the township and village
will be referred to as the “township”.  A visual examination of both maps indicates
the dominate land use pattern across the 14-year  time  period  is cropland.  Other
prevalent  land  uses  include woods, residential, brush / pasture, and industrial.
Table 18 shows data by land use type and acreage for 1995 and 2009.  Data indicates
crop land occupied approximately 78.5 and 76.8 percent of the township’s total land
area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.  The township experienced a loss of
approximately 398 acres of cropland during the last 14 years which represents a -2.15
percent change in this land use.

The second largest land use is woods. This land use occupied approximately 7.8 and
7.5  percent  of the township’s  total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.  From
1995 to 2009, the township experienced a loss of approximately 72 acres of woods
which represents a -3.91 percent change in this land use. 

 
Table 18

Claridon Township and Caledonia Village Land Use Data, 1995 and 2009

Land Use 1995 Acres 2009 Acres Gain/Loss in Acres

from 1995 to 2009

Percent Change

from 1995 to 2009

Residential 1066.35 1375.58 309.23 29.00

Commercial 154.22 177.07 22.85 14.82

Industrial 428.00 483.25 455.52 12.85

Mixed Urban 14.79 14.79 0.00 0.00

Brush / Pasture 593.58 610.08 16.50 2.78

Woods 1840.17 1768.19 -71.98 -3.91

Ponds / Streams 119.98 123.47 3.49 2.91

Wetlands 65.55 20.41 -45.13 -68.86

Transitional Areas 0.00 36.43 36.43 -

Parks / Recreation 213.07 235.29 22.22 10.43

Cemeteries 23.01 23.01 0.00 0.00

Landfills 7.03 0.00 -7.03 -

Cropland 18529.71 18131.70 -398.01 -2.15

Educational 95.84 239.95 144.11 150.36

Religious 8.58 28.09 19.51 227.31

Military 517.39 0.00 -517.39 -

Airport 195.40 195.40 0.00 0.00

Railroad 129.74 129.74 0.00 0.00

Highway 7.22 7.22 0.00 0.00

Utilities 1.61 11.29 9.69 603.08
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The third largest land use is residential.  The majority of new housing growth has
been in the western part of the township off of Pole Lane Road and Blevins
Boulevard.  Data indicates this land use comprised approximately 4.5 to 5.8 percent
of the township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.  Residential land use
grew by approximately 309 acres during the 14-year time period representing a
+29.00 percent change in this land use.

Brush / pasture is the fourth largest land use in the township.    Data indicates this
land use occupied approximately 2.5 and 2.6 percent of the township’s total land area
in 1995 and 2009, respectively.  Brush / Pasture gained approximately 17 acres
during the last 14 years representing a +2.78 percent change in this land use.

The last major land use is industrial. This land use is predominately located in the
west / central area of the township.   In 1995, ODNR incorrectly coded the Marion
Industrial Center and several areas in the northwest corner of the township to military
when in fact these areas were used for industrial and agricultural land uses. Estimates
indicate 428 acres should have been allocated to industrial land use in 1995.  Data
indicates this land use comprised approximately 1.8 and 2.0 percent of the township’s
total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.  Industrial land use gained
approximately 55 acres during the last 14 years representing a +12.85 percent change
in this land use.

The remaining land use categories represent approximately five percent of the
township’s land area in both time periods.  The majority of remaining land use
categories experienced no growth to moderate growth and loss with respect to
percent change from 1995 to 2009.  However, although relatively minor in terms of
total acreage, four of these remaining land use categories experienced significant
change  from 1995 to 2009.  The land use categories in question are wetlands,
education, religious, and utilities. 

Wetlands experienced a loss of approximately 45 acres from 1995 to 2009  resulting
in a -68.86 percent change in this land use. This loss in wetlands may be due to
incorrect land use codings in the 1995 ODNR Land Use / Land Cover Map or
properties being taken out of the various wetland mitigation programs.  

Education, religious, and utilities all experienced positive growth.  Growth in
education is attributable to the development of new primary and secondary school
building sites in the River Valley School District.  Growth in religious maybe due to
construction of new church buildings or conversion of existing buildings into
churches. Finally, growth in utilities may be due to the development of new
residential, commercial, and industrial subdivisions or incorrect land use codings in
the 1995 ODNR Land Use / Land Cover Map.
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Overall, the township experienced  growth in residential,  industrial, and brush /
pasture land uses from 1995 to 2009.  Conversely, during this same 14-year time
period the township experienced a loss in cropland and woods.  

Grand Township

Maps 30 and 31 show land use patterns in Grand Township in 1995 and 2009.  A
visual examination of both maps indicates the dominate land use pattern across the
14-year time period is cropland. Other prevalent land uses include woods, residential,
brush / pasture, and quarries.  Table 19 shows data by land use type and acreage for
1995 and 2009.  Data indicates cropland occupied approximately 81.9 and 81.1
percent of the township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.  The
township experienced a loss of approximately 94 acres of crop land during the last
14 years which represents a -0.99 percent change in this land use. 

Table 19
Grand Township Land Use Data, 1995 and 2009

Land Use 1995 Acres 2009 Acres Gain/Loss in Acres

from 1995 to 2009

Percent Change

from 1995 to 2009

Residential 239.39 307.24 67.85 28.35

Brush / Pasture 189.91 214.04 24.13 12.70

Woods 1582.48 1550.49 -31.99 -2.02

Ponds / Streams 7.38 20.75 13.37 181.16

Wetlands 14.91 11.92 -2.99 -20.05

Cemeteries 1.31 1.31 0.00 0.00

Cropland 9519.49 9425.18 -94.31 -0.99

Educational 0.07 0.07 0.00 0.00

Utilities 0.00 0.27 0.27 -

Quarries 69.05 92.72 23.67 34.28

The second largest land use is woods.  Woods occupied approximately 13.6 and 13.3
percent of the township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.  From 1995
to 2009, the township experienced a loss of approximately 32 acres of woods
representing a -2.02 percent change in this land use.

The third largest land use is residential.  Residential land use experienced growth
from 1995 to 2009.   Data indicates residential land use comprised approximately 2.1
and 2.6 percent of the township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.  This
land use gained approximately 68 acres during the last 14 years representing a +28.35
percent change in this land use.  
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The fourth largest land use is brush / pasture.  This land use experienced growth from
1995 to 2009.   Data indicates brush / pasture occupied  approximately 1.6 and 1.8
percent of the township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.  This land
use gained approximately 24 acres during the last 14 years representing a +12.70
percent change in this land use. 

The fifth largest land use is quarries.  This land use experienced growth from 1995
to 2009.   Data indicates this land use occupied  approximately 0.6 and 0.8 percent
of the township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.  This land use grew
by approximately 24 acres during the last 14 years representing a +34.28 percent
change in this land use. 

The remaining land use categories represent approximately 0.3 percent of the
township’s land area in both time periods.  The majority of remaining land use
categories experienced relatively little change from 1995 to 2009. However, although
relatively minor in terms of total acreage, two of these remaining land use categories
experienced significant change  from 1995 to 2009.  The land use categories in
question are steams/ponds and wetlands.  Streams/ponds gained approximately 13.37
acres resulting in a +181.16 percent change.  Wetlands lost approximately three acres
and experienced a -20.05 percent change. 

Overall, land uses across the township have remained relatively stable from 1995 to
2009.  During this time period the township experienced growth in residential, brush
/ pasture, and quarries and a loss of cropland and woods.

Grand Prairie Township

Maps 32 and 33 show land use patterns in Grand Prairie Township in 1995 and 2009.
A visual examination of both maps indicates the dominate land use pattern across the
14-year time period is cropland.  Other prevalent land uses include woods,
residential,  and  brush / pasture, and highway.  Table 20 shows data by land use type
and acreage for 1995 and 2009.  Data indicates cropland occupied approximately
82.9 and 82.2 percent of the township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009,
respectively.  The township experienced a loss of approximately 117 acres of crop
land during the last 14 years which represents a -0.91 percent change in this land use.

The second largest land use is woods which occupied approximately 7.5 and 7.4
percent of the township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively. From 1995
to 2009, the township experienced a loss of approximately 17 acres of woods
representing a -1.44 percent change in this land use.

  
The third largest land use is residential.  Residential land use experienced growth
from 1995 to 2009.   Data indicates residential land use comprised approximately 5.4
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Table 20
Grand Prairie Township Land Use Data, 1995 and 2009

Land Use 1995 Acres 2009 Acres Gain/Loss in Acres

from 1995 to 2009

Percent Change

from 1995 to 2009

Residential 840.58 1009.65 169.07 20.11

Commercial 6.49 6.49 0.00 0.00

Industrial 0.02 0.02 0.00 0.00

Brush/Pasture 315.03 259.42 -55.60 -17.65

Woods 1165.63 1148.81 -16.83 -1.44

Streams/Ponds 37.44 35.92 -1.52 -4.06

Wetlands 8.31 9.78 1.46 17.62

Recreational 0.00 7.43 7.43 -

Undeveloped 5.46 5.46 0.00 0.00

Cemeteries 20.41 28.19 7.78 38.12

Cropland 12865.99 12749.04 -116.95 -0.91

Educational 35.92 40.27 4.35 12.11

Highways 184.98 184.98 0.00 0.00

Utilities 13.25 14.06 0.81 6.08

Quarries 12.84 12.84 0.00 0.00

and 6.5 percent of the township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.  This
land use gained approximately 169 acres during the last 14 years representing a
+20.11 percent change in this land use. 

The fourth largest land use is brush / pasture.  This land use experienced moderate
loss from 1995 to 2009.   Data indicates brush / pastures occupied  approximately 2.0
and 1.7 percent of the township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.  This
land use lost approximately 56 acres during the last 14 years representing a -17.65
percent change in this land use

The fifth largest land use category involves highways specifically U.S. 23.  U.S. 23
comprises approximately 185 acres or 1.2 percent of the township’s total land area
in 1995 and 1999.   

The remaining land use categories represent approximately one percent of the
township’s land area in both time periods.  These land use categories remained
relatively unchanged or experienced minor to moderate losses and gains in area.

Overall, land uses across the township have remained relatively stable from 1995 to
2009.  During this time period, the township experienced residential growth and a
loss of cropland, woods, and brush / pasture.
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Green Camp Township and Green Camp Village

Maps 34 and 35 show land use patterns in Green Camp Township and Green Camp
Village in 1995 and 2009.  For the purposes of description, both the township and
village will be referred to as the “township”.  A visual examination of both maps
indicates the dominate land use pattern across the 14-year time period is cropland.
Other prevalent land uses include woods, residential, and brush / pasture.  Table 21
shows data by land use type and acreage for 1995 and 2009.  Data indicates cropland
occupied approximately 85.1 and 84.8 percent of the township’s total land area in
1995 and 2009, respectively  The township experienced a loss of approximately 50
acres of cropland during the last 14 years which represents a -0.38 percent change in
this land use.

Table 21
Green Camp Township and Green Camp Village Land Use Data, 1995 and 2009

Land Use 1995 Acres 2009 Acres Gain/Loss in Acres

from 1995 to 2009

Percent Change

from 1995 to 2009

Residential 594.52 676.63 82.11 13.81

Commercial 1.85 1.85 0.00 0.00

Industrial 38.55 38.55 0.00 0.00

Brush / Pasture 180.73 172.86 -7.87 -4.35

Woods 1,472.15 1,380.32 -91.83 -6.24

Streams / Ponds 12.37 70.10 57.73 466.69

Wetlands 4.74 17.52 12.78 269.62

Cemeteries 12.50 8.68 -3.82 -30.56

Cropland 13,315.86 13,265.86 -50.00 -0.38

Educational 10.35 10.95 0.60 5.80

Religious 1.15 1.15 0.00 0.00

Utilities 0.00 0.32 0.32 -

The second largest land use is woods.  Woods occupied approximately 9.4 and  8.8
percent of the township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.  From 1995
to 2009, the township experienced a loss of approximately 92 acres of woods
representing a -6.24 percent change in this land use.

  
The third largest land use is residential.  This land use experienced growth from 1995
to 2009.   Data indicates residential land use comprised approximately 3.3 and 4.3
percent of the township’s total land area in 1995 and 2009, respectively.  This land
use gained approximately 82 acres during the last 14 years representing a +13.81
percent change in this land use.
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